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PREVENTIVE HEALTH — FUNDING 
176. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I note that during the second reading of the Public Health Bill, several members of the opposition suggested 
there was lack of funding for preventative health. Can the minister outline the true story? 
Several members interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
Yes, this will be my last question in this house as a minister. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you. Just remember that it is the minister’s birthday today. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: This will be my last question in the house as minister. 
Several members interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: That is what I am assuming. Nevertheless, it gives me a great opportunity to bag you mob 
while I am up! I will have great pleasure in doing that. 
Before I start my answer, there are three groups in the gallery, one of which has already been acknowledged. 
There are students from Ocean Road Primary School, which is in my electorate. Members will notice that they 
have the best seats in the public gallery, next to the somewhat slower member for Churchlands, who has students 
from Newman College in the gallery. Also while I am on my feet, and with the indulgence of the house for 
a second, I want to recognise World Down Syndrome Day, which was chosen to be on 21 March because “21” in 
the date represents trisomy-21 in the replication of genes—there are three genes rather than two. 
During the debate on the Health Services Bill, which is currently referred to the Legislation Committee, a few 
members on the other side had a go at the government, particularly the members for Armadale and Gosnells, 
about the lack of action by this government on preventative health. The member for Gosnells said that he had 
been through the legislation, and even though the legislation is about something totally different from what he 
was talking about, he asked why there is not something on preventative health. He talked about the legacy of this 
government being a lack of investment in preventative health in the state. I asked my staff to get the figures and, 
as members would expect, the figures are somewhat good, otherwise I would not be standing here talking right 
now! 
I refer to direct expenditure on preventative health, largely through the section of the health department that 
deals with those things, and some is contracted out and some is done by Health itself. This does not include 
funding that is spent by Healthway on a large range of preventative health programs. In 2007-08, expenditure 
was $304 000 and in 2014-15, it was $505 000. That is an increase of $200 000 and represents an annual 
increase of a 9.4 per cent spend each year. I will tell members some of the programs that are funded through that. 
I am sure many of them will be familiar to members. In fact, I saw some of the programs repeatedly just last 
week on television. It is all about teaching people how to do things to stay healthy. There is the Make Smoking 
History campaign; the Refresh.ED school and nutrition program; healthy food and drink in public schools; the 
school breakfast program; the Better Health program; the LiveLighter program, which I am sure some members 
have watched and clearly some have not; Healthier Workplace WA; Food Sensations; the water safety program 
Don’t Drink and Drown; and the Stay on your Feet program. This government has clearly invested a significant 
amount of money in preventative health. It will not do us any good as a government, but it will do future 
governments a lot of good in encouraging people to stay healthy and stay out of our hospitals. 
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